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Agenda 
I.  Review the revision process 
II.  Locate and Introduce the 

revised documents 
III.  Review the format and 

curriculum changes 
IV.  Next steps/Resources 



I. The Revision Process 



Revision Process 

Ø  Comply with legislative and regulatory 

requirements 

Ø  Obtain input from AR Educators, 

appropriate experts, and stakeholders  

Ø  Ensure appropriate scaffolding and 

increased rigor 



   Revision Process 

Ensure the AR Social Studies Framework reflects  

Ø  Current research and trends in the field 

Ø  International, national, and state standards 

Ø  Common Core State Standards 

Ø  College, Career, & Civic Life C3 Framework 
for Social Studies State Standards 

 



Revision Process 

A diverse committee of 55 Arkansas 
teachers and instructional supervisory 
educators, assisted by college/
university educators, reviewed 
numerous resources and advised ADE 
in the revision process. 



Revision Process 

Review and input was provided by 
responses from surveys sent to  

Ø  K-12 teachers and administrators, 
ü  1739 responses  

Ø  Higher Education, 15 responses 

Ø  Workforce AR employers, 0 responses 

 



Revision Process 

External review by experts 
 
Ø  Dr. Kathy Swan, University of Kentucky  

Ø  Dr. John Lee, North Carolina State 
University 

 



Revision Process 

Committee met for 1 week in June, 1 
week in July, and a sub-committee 
met for 1 day in November 2014.  

 
The State Board of Education 

approved the curriculum framework 
documents on January 8, 2015. 

 



Directives for Committee 

Ø  Determine clear, specific, challenging 
academic content standards which 
define what students should know and 
be able to do  

Ø  Ensure AR social studies content 
standards equip students to compete 
in the global workforce 



Committee meetings 

Week 1 
Ø Review other 
standards 
Ø Expert reviews 
Ø CCSS implications 
Ø C3 Standards – dig-in 

Ø Decisions and 
consensus 
 

Week 2 
Ø  Continue writing/

revising in subgroups 
(K-4, 5-6, 7-8, and 9-12 
by courses) 

Ø  Vertical & horizontal 
progression  

Ø  Glossaries  
Ø  Introductions 



II. Locating 
the Documents 





Select Curriculum 

Frameworks 



Current & New   
Social Studies  
Frameworks  



 
All Social 
Studies 
Frameworks 
 
PDF or 
Word 

1 pg. content outline;  
2 pg. big shifts  



III. Introducing  
New Elements of the  
Framework and the 

Big Shifts 



 
 

Introductory   
statements 

Practices  



 
13 content 
standards 
 
History in 
K-4 
emphasizes 
historical 
thinking 
skills  

4 strands  



Watch for AR 
history icon in 

K-6 



CC  
Alignment   

Student  
Learning  
Expectations  

C3 
Framework  
Alignment 

Grade level 

Strand  
&  Content Standard 

Footer &  
Key 



 
 
Thematic 
titles to 
guide 
revision  





Curricular and  
Instructional Needs    

Ø  Disciplinary literacy, 
C3 Framework & 
Inquiry arc 

Ø  Instructional 
materials   

Ø  Review units  
Ø  Geography 

Ø  Development of 
K-12 district 
curriculum 

Ø  Development of 
units of study 
based on new 
framework and 
district curriculum  



 
 Changes in the  

2015  Framework  
Ø  Grades 5-6  
 
Ø  Grade 7 
 
Ø  Grade 8 
 



 
 
 

Arkansas History 
Clarification 

 
To comply with Act 787 of 1997 

Ø  Arkansas History must be taught in each 
grade, K-6; 

Ø  the small AR map embedded in the K-6 
framework denotes an Arkansas History 
SLE. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arkansas History 
Clarification 

 Grades 7-12 
Ø  One semester of Arkansas History must 

be taught in grades 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, OR 12. 
Ø  It is a district decision where to place that 

one-semester course. 
Ø  Two one-semester Arkansas History 

courses have been developed for use in 
either Grades 7-8 OR Grades 9-12. 



High School Courses 

2015 Revision  
 



Required Courses for 
Graduation  

 Ø  1 year World History 
Ø  1 year United States History 
Ø  1 semester Civics  
Ø  1 semester Economics 

AP Courses – World & US History, ADE enhanced 
US Government & Politics will meet the graduation 
requirements for Smart Core  
Concurrent credit  



Economics (.5) is required for 
graduation;  
Ø  Licensure code of the teacher 

determines the  
ü  course code and  
ü area of credit (social studies or 

career focus) 

  Economics Clarification 



The following one-semester social 
studies courses do not need ADE course 
approval, and must be taught as written. 
 
Ø  African American 

History  
Ø  United States 

Government 

Ø  Psychology 
Ø  Sociology 
Ø  World Geography 

High School Elective 
Courses 



ADE Course Approvals 

A course approval will be necessary if 
 
Ø  a district chooses to expand one of the ADE 

one-semester courses into a two-semester 
course, or 

Ø  a district chooses to create a new course. 



ADE Course Approvals 

Ø  All social studies course approvals aligned to 
the 2006 framework documents expire 
June 30, 2015.  

Ø  New course approval requests must be 
aligned to the new framework documents. 

Ø  All course approval requests must be 
submitted by May 1, 2015, to be 
considered for the 2015-16 school year. 

 



 
 
 
 
IV. Next Steps / 
Resources  



Upcoming PD  
Ø  June 16-17, C3 Framework  
Ø  Three workshops that will be presented in one-day 

are being developed. The morning will be an 
overview of the C3 literacy and inquiry arc as it 
pertains to the classroom by examining exemplar 
units for Grades K-12. The afternoon will consist of 
breakout sessions for Grades K-6, Grades 8-12, 
and Grade 7 where participants develop a unit of 
study for their grade. 

  

  



Resources  
Ø  C3teachers.org 
Ø  EngageNY 
Ø  National Geographic education   
Ø  Library of Congress 
Ø  AR HUB/Butler Center for AR studies 
Ø  Economics AR, AR Geographic Alliance 
Ø  Social Studies wiki 

adesocialstudiesplacepbworks.com   
 



Instructional Materials  
There will be  
Ø Instructional materials for social studies 
that align to our frameworks 
Ø A textbook caravan  
arcurriculumservices.com for more 
information on caravan – under Events 
tab when dates/locations are available 



Contact Information  
Maggie Herrick 
ADE Curriculum & 

Instruction 
Social Studies Program 

Advisor  
501-682-6584 
margaret.herrick@arka

nsas.gov   
 

Stacy Smith 
ADE Director Curriculum 
& Instruction 
501-682-7442 
Stacy.smith@arkansas.g
ov  


